[The cultivation of fragments of the parotid venom-secreting gland in the common adder (Vipera berus)].
The primary culture of the Vipera berus poison-secretory parotid gland has been obtained. The morphology of the intact secretory epithelium and epithelial cells cultured in different conditions has been examined by light and electron microscopy. The secretory epithelium cells were able to survive in the cultural medium and to adapt to in vitro conditions maintaining their nearly normal ultrastructure corresponding to the stage of active poison secretion commonly observed in epithelial cells of the native gland.